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Weekly Collection - 12.13.2015: $4,760.00       YTD Collections: $72,109.00  

Weekly Budget:  $3,615.00                                     YTD Budget: $79,525.00     

Retirement for Religious Collection: $1083.00     

Presiding Today:                   

Fr. Larry Mick 

Proclaimers of the Word:              

Marcelline & Jim Kennedy  

December                                  

Council Announcements:           

Fred Konen  

Mass Schedule: 

St. Leonard Faith Community   

Religious Education Classes, 

9:00AM (September - May)                         

Sunday Mass, 10:30AM  

Senior Living Community           

Mass: Monday - Friday, 

9:00AM, Saturday 4:00PM 

and Sunday 9:00AM   

In Todayõs Mass We Pray For: 

Rockne Morrissey                            

by: The Gamel Family 

Todayõs Collection Counters:         

Mike Corbett                            

Tom Stauffer 

Fourth Sunday of        

Advent  
   

St. Leonard Faith Community is a freely formed Catholic             

community sharing in the Franciscan heritage. We are committed 

to creating, through active worship and the offering of our individ-

ual and collective gifts, a spiritual environment which opens us to the life-giving      

presence of the Holy Spirit.  Through a variety of ministries, we reach out to respond to 

the needs of others with love.  Our mission will be to live our Christian faith, to grow 

spiritually, and to be actively involved in the community and St. Leonard Faith        

Community. 

Worshiping with us for the first time?  During the preparation of the gifts we follow 

the gift bearers to gather around the altar to receive Our Lord as a Community. If you 

would like to learn more about our Community with the possibility of becoming a  

member, information packets are available at the back pew.             

Collections: We do not pass a collection basket during the Liturgy. Collection baskets 

are available on the ledge behind the back pews/chairs for donations that will assist in 

the operation of the Faith Community. Please make checks  payable to:                      

òSt. Leonard Faith Community.ó    

Welcome!    December 20, 2015 

Readings for the Week of December 20, 2015                                                              

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19/Heb 10:5 -10/Lk 1:39 -45 

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39 -45 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-8/Lk 1:46 -56 

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4 -5, 8-10, 14/Lk 1:57 -66 

Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29/Lk 1:67 -79 

Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29/Acts 13:16 -17, 22-25/Mt 1:1 -25 or 1:18-25 

Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-3, 11-13/Ti 2:11 -14/Lk 2:1 -14 

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4 -7/Lk 2:15 -20 

Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1 -6/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3 -4, 6, 8, 16-17/Mt 10:17 -22                

Sunday: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 84:2 -3, 5-6, 9-10/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 or                  

Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41 -52 

Office Hours:                                                  

Monday ð Thurs. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM                                      

PA: Monday-Thurs. 9:00AM-4:00PM                                                    

DRE: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

 2:00PM-6:00PM                 

OFC. MGR: Tuesday 9:00AM-3:00PM, 

 Wed. & Thurs. 9:00AM-

 1:00PM  



 slfc.dre@gmail.com 937.435.3626   Donna Leddy -  Director of Religious Education  

Thoughts on Todayõs Readings... 

December Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word (CLOW):                                                                                      

20 - No CLOW-Christmas Break                                                          

27 - No CLOW-Christmas Break                                                       

January Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW):                         

3-Monsita Corbett                                                                                                

10-Youth Mass-NO CLOW                                                                          

17-Kathy Moroney                                                                                      

24-Monsita Corbett                                                                                  

31-Norm Speaks 

December Religious Education Classes (PREP):                

20 - NO CLASS - Christmas Break                                                         

27ð NO CLASS - Christmas Break                                                 

January Religious Education Classes (PREP):                            

3-Classes in Session                                                                          

10-Classes in Session (Meet-n-Eat Class 9am, KofC room)                                                                           

17-Teacher Retreat-NO CLASS 

24-Classes in Session                                                                           

31-Teacher Retreat-NO CLASS 

December Schedule                                                              

Faith Community :                                                                           

24-Christmas Eve - Carols 6:30pm/Mass-7pm              

31-New Yearõs Eve Mass - 6:00pm 

St. Leonard Living Center:                                                                

24-Christmas Eve, Carols 3:30pm/Mass - 4pm                                                                 

25-Christmas Day, Mass - 9am                                                                        

31-New Yearõs Eve Vigil, Mass of Mary, Mother of 

 God - 4pm                                                                          

1-New Yearõs Day, (Holy Day) Mass - 9AM 

Religious give thanks. òWe cannot begin to repay all who 

contribute,ó writes a Catholic sister. òSo we pray to God, 

who is never outdone in generosity, to reward you.ó 

Heartfelt thanks for your donation of $1083.00 to last 

weekõs collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 

May God bless you for your goodness!  

My friends, hope can be dramatic and powerful, but is often 

very simple encouragement in the reality of daily life. Today it 

is written in the visit of a young, pregnant Mary to her older 

cousin Elizabeth. Mary brings Christ to another person in that 

simple gesture, and itõs more than enough. How can we bring 

hope to others? It doesnõt take much. 

 

 

 

 

The Advent Wreath:  Light all four of the candles on your 

Advent wreath. 

Prayer:  God of new beginnings, you announced through 

the  angelõs message how you would enter the world as 

one of us so you could love us more deeply.  As we light 

these candles, we reflect on Mary and how we can freely 

say òyesó to what you ask, just as she did.  We pray this in 

Jesusõ name.  Amen. 

Reflection:  Today we pray that this Emmanuel who enters 

into our chaos, who saves us from sin and death may in-

deed lighten our load.  As Christmas approaches let us cast 

upon the Lord our burdens of guilt and fear and doubt and 

darkness, and let the Root of Jesse, the One born of the 

Virgin, carry our burdens with us. 

Activity:  Give up arguing and bickering for one day (more).  

Say only kind words to everyone. Think about this!  What a 

great gift to give the coming Savior! 

Walking the Road of Mercy                                                                                                                                                            
An Evening of Prayer, Song, and Reflection with Bishop Joe Binzer will be held at 7:00pm, Thursday, January 14, 2016 at St.  

Francis of Assisi Church in Centerville.  Musical prelude begins at 6:45 pm with special guest Scott Paeplow, Campus Minister 

for Liturgical Music at University of Dayton. All are welcome to come celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy and bring a friend.         

Co-sponsored by the South Dayton Adult Faith Formation Collaborative and the Office of Evangelization Cathechesis. 

Longest Night Service    

Longest Night Prayer Service                                                  

St. Leonard Faith Community Chapel                                           

4pm, Sunday, December 20, 2015.                                         

(Approximately 45 minutes)                                                

The longest night service for loved ones who are missed at      

Christmas. Songs, scripture, memorials.  Sponsored          

by KC Council 10215.  

mailto:slfc.dre@gmail.com
tel:%28937%29%20435-3626


                                                        FAITH FORMATION - Noel Kupras-Bauer                               noelkb@gmail.com 

Here we are five days before Christmas with full-to-overflowing hearts.  Last Saturday 18 people, many of them grandmothers 

with their grandkids, came to my house to make graham-cracker gingerbread houses for someone else.  Four of us took 41 of 

them to New Hope Church the following day and were received with surprise and gratitude.  We didnõt have the òPraying with 

Creativityó experience I had originally planned, this project was definitely a praying-with-creativity experience!  We made these 

houses for others, but I think the being together, the delight in what we all produced, the chatting, and the creativity blessed us 

all even more than our little gift may have blessed those at New Hope!  The grace was palpable, although Iõm not sure you can 

tell that by the pictures.  My husband posted pictures on Facebook and a student I taught back in 1986 in Harrisburg, PA. sent 

me a message telling me how wonderful the memory of the class making them when she was in 7th grade came alive for her 

again.  So, although I said ònever again,ó maybe, like childbirth, Iõll forget I ever said that next year!  Thank you to all who came 

to my rescue and helped make those houses and blessed me with your good hearts. 

Speaking of gratitude and full hearts, I want to thank whoever is responsible for choosing the òWaiting For Godó booklet by 

Henri Nouwen that we were given at the beginning of Advent.  I had just intended to point out what he said about prayer in 

Thursday of Week 2.  He said òPrayer is the breathing of Godõs Spirit in us.ó  Isnõt that a wonderful way of defining prayer?  But 

then the next day, Friday of Week 2, reading the words of love that Nouwen put in Godõs mouth for us really touched me as Iõm 

sure it also touched you.  Iõm saving my copy of that for any time I feel so overwhelmed or bereft because I know that that will 

center me again in Godõs care. 

Last Monday, December 7th, the Merton Wisdom Circle finished our 1st booklet of 8 sessions praying and sharing together.  It 

was a wonderful experience for the 16 of us but we have decided to stop for awhile.  Too many of us are going away for long 

periods of time, or donõt relish the early darkness and cold and so we decided to reconvene in the Spring.  Iõll post a notice for 

sign-ups.  Even though you didnõt participate in the first session, youõll be welcome to join us for the second if you so choose.  

We are going to try two groups then, a daytime one, and an evening one.  More on that later. 

Lastly, enjoy the nine creches we borrowed from the University of Daytonõs collection.  Our hope is that gazing on them and 

wondering about their differences and distinctions will help you make room for Christs being reborn in your hearts, so take 

your time looking at them.  There is no booklet this year, just short observations and musings on the stand-alone mini posters. 

And that wraps up Faith Formations contributions for 2015.  We wish you such a Blessed Holiday season that you will be smil-

ing well into the New Year just remembering it! 

Blessing:  May the God of CELEBRATION stay with you as you discover the joy in your life.  May you be free to dance and play in 

the presence of the God who celebrates you.  May you celebrate the gifts of those around you and find joy in each one you 

meet.  May the God of CELEBRATION bless you.    ðSr. Maxine Shonk, OP 

 



TIME TO GROW OUR             

COMMUNITY                                     

We discussed at our recent Town 

Hall meeting that we plan to increase our membership 

through evangelization.   

Advent is a unique opportunity to invite friends and family 

to church. We ask that you start praying and thinking now 

about individuals to whom you can invite. Fill a pew with 

family and friends this Christmas season.  Give the gift of 

St. Leonard Faith Community! 

         SOCIAL JUSTICE  -  Bob Niehoff                                              

  niehoff29@woh.rr.com    

CHRISTMAS GIFT PROJECT                

If you took a card to provide a gift for 

someone that the Outreach Committee 

is sponsoring this Christmas season.   

 The gifts are due today, December 20.  Someone will be 

in the vestibule to collect the gifts.   

Christmas Flowers                                                      

It has been the tradition of the Faith           

Community to offer the opportunity to honor 

the memory of your deceased loved ones by 

making a donation for the flowers for our 

Chapel Christmas decorations.   

Envelopes are available on the counter behind the last pew 

until December 20th to be used for your $10.00 donation. 

Print the name of your loved one on the envelope. Please 

place the envelopes in the collection basket or return to 

the church office.  This year we will be placing the name of 

each loved one in a plant and you will be invited to take 

this plant home at the end of the season if you so choose. 

Reflection for the 4rd               

Sunday in Advent                                           
The Infant Jesus is often called 

the Prince of Peace, and todayõs 

readings remind us that he brings 

us peace. In his encyclical Lau-

dato Siõ, Pope Francis makes  

important connections concerning 

peace: òSt. Francis shows us just 

how inseparable is the bond    

between concern for nature, jus-

tice for the poor, commitment to society, and interior 

peace.ó (#10) He also writes: òInner peace is closely      

related to care for ecology and for the common good,    

because lived out authentically, it is reflected in a balanced 

lifestyle together with a capacity for wonder which takes us 

to a deeper understanding of life.ó (#225)  Taken from: An 

Advent Series on Our Common Home, the Catholic Climate 

Covenant 

 

Your response to Justice and Service                                              
In 2015 your response to Pancake Brunch, the diaper 

drive,  Social Justice Sunday, shoes-4-the-shoeless, letter 

writing to Congress on behalf of child nutrition programs, 

Distinguished Speaker event, and the New Hope Church--

including Noelõs graham cracker house, aka ginger bread 

house project for the poor--was exceptional.  Your love and 

generosity will be richly rewarded, if hasnõt been already, 

according to Godõs plan.  Bask in the Light of the Season 

that continues to shine among us. Thank you.  Bob 

Rite of Baptism                                                                
CeAnn Chalker joyfully asks you to  share in the baptism of 

her granddaughter, Adeline Dee Cacioppo, Sunday,          

December 27, 2015.   

A child is a precious gift from God and Baptism is Godõs gift 

wrapping. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Christmas Brunch                                                                             

Sunday, December 20, 2015 | 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT  

We will no longer serve breakfast during weekdays effec-

tive December 30, 2015.  We will still offer breakfast on 

Sunday mornings.  Updated hours of operation are            

below.  Please contact us at 937.439.7154  if you have 

any questions.   

Thanks for your continued support! 

 Monday & Tuesday: Closed                                                  

Wednesday - Saturday: 11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.                           

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.      

tel:937.439.7154


The Bergamo Center                                                                                                                                                                    

4400 Shakertown Rd., Beavercreek, OH 45430 

January  8 - 10, 2016  

Theme: òCome Follow Meó 

Speakerõs: Fr. Tom Schroer and Brother Victor Forlani 

(University of Dayton) 

Cost: Single room - $ 170.00/Double room - $135.00/

Commuters - $90.00  

For more details contact Bill Moroney at: 937.654.4791.                                                                                                         

Registration forms can be picked up in the church office   

during office hours. 

The inspiration for this retreat comes to us from Pope Fran-

cis. His emphasis on the importance of the òFamily,ó his       

encyclical on our òCare for Creationó and inauguration of a 

òYear of Mercy.ó  We will explore the implications of these 

themes for the spiritual development of adult males in         

contemporary society.   

ANNUAL MENõS RETREAT 

                                                                                                                                   

      

 

                                                                                                                  

 

You are invited to join our brothers from                                                                                          

St. Francis of Assisi Parish.                                

A Great Way to Start 2016  

Nativity sets will be on display in the chapel.  

December 17th - January 10th 

One of the unique things about the nativities is that they    

express the culture of the lands of their origin. In each culture 

thereõs something different in the way each nativity scene 

looks. This is a wonderful way for people to see how people 

around the world tell the story of the Christ childõs birth. 

A wonderful way to celebrate 

the  Christmas season!  

EPIPHANY BRUNCH 

Join us as we celebrate the end of the Christmas season  

at the St. Leonard Faith Community Epiphany Brunch  

Sunday, January 10, 2016                                                                

Auditorium after Mass                                                                           

Sign up after Mass:  December 27, 2015 &           

January 3, 2016. 


