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COME

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
PA: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday—9:00AM—4:00PM
DRE: Monday & Thursday
10:00AM-3:00PM
Tuesday 3:00PM—7:30PM
OFC. MGR: Tuesday 9:00AM-3:00PM,
Wednesday & Thursday
9:00AM-1:00PM

WITH US
St. leonard Faith Community

http://www.facebook.com/stleonardfaithcommunity

Second Sunday of Advent

Presiding Today:
Fr. Larry Mick

December:
Council Announcements:
Frank Clement

Proclaimers of the Word:

Ellie Parker
Barb Barnes

Today’s Mass is for:
Ron Christopher
By: Becky Newlin

Today’s Collection Counters:
Mike Corbett
Gene Gross

Mass Schedule:

St. Leonard Faith Community
Religious Education Classes
9:00AM (September - May)
Sunday Mass 10:30AM

Senior Living Community
Mass:

Monday - Friday 9:00AM
Saturday 4:00PM
Sunday 9:00AM

Welcome! December 4, 2016

News from the Pastoral Administrator

Sinners and Saints

St. Leonard Chapel
We pride ourselves on how we follow the teachings of Vatican Il as a community.
One of the most important teachings of Vatican Il was the universal call to
holiness. This means that saintliness is not just for a special few but for everyone,
that we can love each other as Christ loves us. Out of a sense of humility, we
often reject being called saints: We know ourselves and our weaknesses, and can
see how much further we have to go on the path of love. And perhaps this
reaction is authentic, as even the great saints call themselves sinners. But | think
we must be ambitious in our prayer, even as sinners! | want to come to know
God, that | might be taught to love those in my life the way that God loves me.

Worshiping with us for the first time? During the preparation of the gifts we follow the
gift bearers to gather around the altar to receive Our Lord as a Community. If you would
like to learn more about our Community with the possibility of becominga member, infor-
mation packets are available at the back pew.

Collections: We do not pass a collection basket during the Liturgy. Collection baskets are
available on the ledge behind the back pews/chairs for donations that will assist in the
operation of the Faith Community.

Please make checks payable to: “St. Leonard Faith Community.”

Weekly Collection: 11.27.16 $1373.00 YTD Collections: $53,031.00
Weekly Budget: $3,250.00 YTD Budget: $71,500.00
2015 YTD Collections: $60,339.00

December 4, 2016 Second Sunday of Advent
Our need to change

Reading | Isaiah 11:1-10 (the rule of Emmanuel)
Reading Il Romans 15:4-9 (prayer of encouragement)
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 (John the Baptist)

Key Passage This is the one [John the Baptist] of whom the prophet Isaiah
spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” (Matthew 3:3)

Adult: What do you need to change so that others can learn from watching you
that Christ walks among us?

Child: What could you do so that others will see in you what it means to follow
Jesus?



First Sunday of Advent

Second Sunday ,/Advent

The readings for this Sunday are filled with hope, a
hope that does not disappoint because it is founded
on God’s Word. God does not disappoint! God is
faithfull We need to realize that we do not do this
alone but with God. This is truly Good News! During
this week we celebrate the feast of the Immaculate
Conception. Help us, like Mary, say “yes” to God in
living our lives to we may God’s presence known in
our world.

ACTIVITY: This week, put together a list of the many
things that God has given you this year. Thank God
for all these things. Help others to see the gifts God
has given them.

Prayer: Say this prayer during the week: Lord, do
this with me, do this in me, do this through me.

CHRISTMAS GIFT PROJECT

Again this year the Outreach Committee will be asking the
Faith Community to provide gifts for two local agencies
and for some residents here at St. Leonard’s Senior
Living Center. We will be distributing cards with gift
suggestions today and again on December 11.

Please stop and take a card or two. We will be in the
vestibule before and after Mass.

Please return your gifts no later than December 18.

Advent Wreath Prayer

Jesus, John the Baptist told the people, “If you have
two coats, give one to someone who does not have
any. If you have food, share it with someone else.”
As we light this candle, we remember that you bring
light of service into our lives. May your Word be al-
ways in our minds, on our lips, and in our hearts.
Amen
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Christmas Flowers
Envelopes are available on the counter behind the last
pew to be used for your $10.00 donation. Print the name
of your loved one on the envelope. Please place the
envelopes in the collection basket or return to the church
office.

This is a great way to honor the memory of a deceased
loved one.

2017 calendars provided by Westbrock Funeral
Home are available in the back of the chapel.
Please take one.




Share our welcoming, accepting, friendly
Faith Community at Christmas

Your Membership Ministry is providing Christmas
cards for your use. This is your opportunity to share
our community with your relatives, friends, and
neighbors. The 2015 data tell us that only 24% of
self-identified Catholics attend Sunday Mass in any
given week. However, that percent increases to 68%
at Christmas and 52% at Easter (2008 data). Itis
estimated that about a third of the individuals who
account for the increase would be responsive to an
invitation to return. Therefore, we are providing a
card/envelope which invites these individuals to
attend our Christmas celebration. We invite you to
distribute the invitations to friends and relatives whom
you feel might benefit from a community such as ours.
Also consider inviting those individuals whom you
have “not seen in a while”.

Part of our mission statement reads:

“We are committed to creating, through active worship
and the offering of our individual and collective gifts, a
spiritual environment which opens us to the life-giving
presence of the Holy Spirit.”

Your participation in this process will contribute to a
growing and more vibrant SLFC.

The invitations, designed by Barbara Armstrong, will
be distributed in the foyer on December 4 and 11.
They will also be available in the office. You might
consider attaching a personal note with the card.
Thank you for participating in our mission.

Mary Ellen Graham and Bill Moroney
Your Membership Ministry

CAROLS
Advent Lessons and Carols at the Athenaeum

Advents Lessons and Carols will be held on Wednesday,
December 7 at 7:30pm in the Chapel of St. Gregory the
Great at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, 6616 Beechmont
Avenue, Cincinnati 45230.

This inspiring annual service, on the eve of the feast of
the Immaculate Conception, includes the reading of
seven scripture Lessons with Advent Carols and Marian
hymns sung by the Athenaeum Chorale and the Mount St.
Mary’s Seminary Schola. All are welcome and admission
is free. Standing room only audiences are anticipated, so
guests are encouraged to arrive early. Doors to the
chapel open at 7:00pm.

Know Mary Better
Learn more about the Blessed Virgin Mary and deepen
your devotion to her by studying at the University of
Dayton’s International Marian Research Institute.
Audit individual courses, or enroll in the certificate
program. Register by January 23, 2017.
For more information, call Mike Duricy at 937.229.1474
or visit
https://www.udayton.edu/imri/academic-program/
overview-and-courses.php

Library building.

The University of Dayton Libraries has once again opened their doors to the Dayton
community for Feliz Navidad: The Latin Flavor of the Nativity, an all-new display of
Nativities from around the world shown in four separate exhibits in the Roesch

UD’s Marian Library has one of the largest collections of international
Nativities in the United States, which they share in this annual festival of créches.

Open: November 26, 2016—January 8, 2017 Closed: December 8, 23-26,
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm
Saturday and Sunday 1:00pm-4:00pm

30- 31, and January 1-2




A CHRISTMAS POSADA

Where: Mount St. John, 4400 Shakertown Road,
Beavercreek

When: Sunday, December 11, 2106 from 2-4pm

Join us for a single-day version of the centuries-old
Mexican tradition of Las Posadas, a centuries-old
Advent meditation and procession that re-creates
the pilgrimage of Mary and Joseph on their way to
Bethlehem for the birth of Christ. Pilgrimage will be
from building to building at Mount St. John with
exhibits of Nativity sets at each location. Park in lot
D adjacent to the Bergamo Retreat Center;
participants should meet at 2:00pm outside the
center’'s main entrance to begin the Posada. The
procession concludes by 4:00pm back at the
Bergamo Center for light traditional refreshments
and a pinata.
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Otterbein Senior Living Community in Lebanon will be
hosting their annual Christmas concert by the Women’s
and Men’s Choruses on Tuesday, December 13 at
7:00pm in the Campus Center chapel.

Under the direction of St. Leonard Faith Community
member Cynthia Gray, the choruses featuring several

St. Leonard Faith Community members will be performing
favorite Christmas selections.

Don’t miss this free event!

St. Leonard

The Christmas Box Angel

Memorial Vigil

Tuesday, December 6, 2016, 7:00 p.m.
St.Leonard Chapel
8100 Clyo Roacf Centerville

The Christmas Box Angel Statue was intreduced to the world in the
book, “The Christmas Box', written by author Richard Paul Evans.

In the book, awoman visits an angel statue and mourns the loss
ofher daughter. Every year on December 6th, memorials are held
at Christmas Box Angel statues around the world acknowledging
parents who have suffered the loss of a child and in memory of
the beloved children. The angel has come to represent a parent’s

. Independent Livin
deepest grief and greatest love. L &

Please join us as we come together as parents, grand parents families and friends Assisted Living
toremember and celebrate the lives of precious children that we have lost. Cur

memcrial service willbegin in the chapel with words of healing and compassion

and music by harpist, Bobbiz Strobhar. The vigil isan opportunity to mest Memory Care
together offer support, and share personal stories of loss. Parents and family

members are welcome tosaya few words about their child if they wish. Rehabilitation
‘Weather permitting, we will then gather amound the Christmas Box Angel statue

for atime of reflection by candlelight. As part of the tradition, each Family will Skilled Nursing

receive a white flower to place at the base ofthe angel in memory of their
loved one. At the condusion of the evening, hot checolate and cookies will be
available to allow further time for conversation and sharing.

Adult Day Services
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AST. LEONARD BERIES
For planning purposes, RSVP to Kelly Lance at 432.6549.

St. Leonard
8100Clyo Road
Centerville, Ohio 45458
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thosewho have
glven a lifetime.

www.retiredrellglous.org

A special collection for the Retirement Fund for
Religious will be Sunday, December 11, 2016.

To donate to this collection, please make checks

payable to: Retirement Fund for Religious.




Donna Leddy - Director of Religious Education & Youth Ministry slfc.dre@gmail.com or 937.435.3626

Religious Education Classes (PREP) Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)
4 December—PREP Classes in session, 9-10:15am 4 December—Norm Speaks
6 December—Confirmation Formation, 6:30-7:30pm, Youth Room Donna Leddy
11 December—PREP Classes in session, 9-10:15am 11 December—Monsita Corbett
13 December—Confirmation Formation, 6:30-7:30pm, Youth Room Pat Rooney

18 December—Kathy Moroney
Linda Niehoff
CLOW will continue on January 8, 2017

No Classes until January 8, 2017

Parents Corner

Last Sunday we celebrated the First Sunday of Advent. It is a time of getting ready for the coming
TR A of Christ, past and present. How are we preparing the way of the Lord? There are many aids out

IN ADVENT

5 ] there to help us enter into the Advent season, such as books, apps, websites. Have you found
PEACE the one that fits you? | am still trying to pick the one that speaks to me each day. Also don't
forget to sign up for Advent Adventure on Holy Heroes at
http://www.holyheroes.com/Holy-Heroes-Advent-Adventure-s/48.htm

Watch the videos and do the activities as a family. Also take a look at the article at the bottom,
A Family Opportunity from http://www.growingupcatholic.com/ Revisit old memories about Advent, make new tra-
ditions. With John the Baptist, let us "Prepare the Way of the Lord.” Happy New Year!

BINGO! Beginning the First Sunday of Advent and continuing the following three Sundays , there will be Advent
Bingo after mass in the room off the auditorium. Grab your coffee and donut

and join with friends and community in friendly and informative games of bingo.
Participants of all ages will be able to recall their liturgical experiences of Advent and
enhance their understanding of the Church’s celebration of this season in a fun way.
The focus of this is primarily on Advent practices and symbols found in Catholic liturgy.
Prizes will be available, come enter in the fun!

A Family Opportunity

No one yearns for a complicated, stressful holiday season. We value family, relationships, good times together,
giving to others, and our faith. But the ways we try to reach these values can instead undermine them. We're
certainly not suggesting an end to Christmas gifts, but there is a great opportunity for us as Catholics to stop and
be intentional about our Advent and Christmas:

9 Do our holiday activities support the values we want  There is also an opportunity to embrace the rich story
to deepen during the holiday season or work against  and sensory nature of Advent and Christmas in our
them? tradition. Children enter through their senses:

' Do we make room for real family time, God, and those q
in need at this time of year?

9 Does the holiday work—cooking, decorating,
shopping—disproportionately fall on certain family T
members?

1 Do we give to each other relationally—giving in a way
that connects us to each other—or just with an
obligatory purchase?

9 Do we take time in Advent to pray together and really
prepare for Jesus to come?

The smells of Advent wreaths and candles, and
watching candles lit in the darkness.

Setting up and playing with an Advent creche.

Cuddling up as a family to hear stories of the long
journey, shepherds, angels, magi, animals, and
baby Jesus.

These kinds of family experiences—along with a shared effort to live out the values of the season as a family—are
the kind of faith formation that lasts a lifetime...the kind parents will pass on to their own children.

Coaching Parents for Adyv e@owingUpCath@ifcbm/ThePastoraengt.com a | Center


mailto:slfc.dre@gmail.com

Special prayers are requested:

Calendar of Events

Noel Kupras Bauer, Mary Beery, Bonnie Benge,
Shirley Chee, Kelley Church, Conor Crippen, Terri Dawson,
Norm Fogel, Sam Gibbs, Barb Gobrail, Ruth Hopkins,
Catherine Jannett, Joanne Jannetta, Tom & Betty Kirchmer,
Peg Lutz, Brian Moroney, Eleanor Neimer, Anita Nelson,
Bob Niehoff, Angela Paolo, David and Eleanor Pleva,

Ken Rueth, Hugh Skees, Rosalie Schoenfeld, Bob Schmid,
Jay Werner, Marissa Thomas, Bob Whitehouse,

Chris Wuebben.

A prayer list is published in the bulletin to inform the
Community of those with special needs. Persons may
be placed on the prayer list by calling the office and
will remain on the list for 4 weeks unless otherwise
notified. Hospitals do not notify our office when a
church member is admitted. Please contact the church
office if you would like to make it known that a family
member is in the hospital.
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St. Leonard Faith Community Staff

Chaplain/Moderator Fr. Larry Mick
937.434.4689 Imick46@gmail.com
Pastoral Administrator David Weickert

937.435.3626
937.750.3438 (cell)

slfc.pa01@gmail.com

Director of Religious Ed.
937.435.3626

Donna Leddy
slfc.dre@gmail.com

Donna Leddy
slfc.dre@gmail.com

Sherri Masline

Youth Minister
937.435.3626

Music Director

937.672.0522 slmasline@gmail.com
Office Manager Tracie Laughlin
937.435.3626 slfc.office@gmail.com

Ministries Of The Church

Ministry Chair Council Liaison
Membership Mary Ellen Graham &  John Nelson

Bill Moroney
Worship Pat Cruise
Justice & Service Pat Schug Maureen Josenhans
Faith Formation Noel Kupras-Bauer Frank Clement
Community Life Mary Beth Firestone
Pastoral Care Mary Ann McGuire Fred Konen

Sunday, December 4, Second Sunday of Advent

-PREP, 9-10:15am, Classrooms

-Rohr Chats, 9:45am, Boardroom

-Mass, 10:30am

-Outreach Christmas Gift Project card distribution

Tuesday, December 6, Feast of Saint Nicholas

-Confirmation Formation, 6:30-7:30pm, Youth Room
-Christmas Box Angel Memorial Vigil, 7:00pm, St. Leonard Chapel
-Council Meeting, 7:00pm, Boardroom

Thursday, December 8—Feast of the Inmaculate Conception
-Mass, 7:00pm

Sunday, December 11—Third Sunday of Advent Gaudete Sunday
-Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

-Retirement Fund For Religious Collection

-PREP, 9-10:15am, Classrooms

-Rohr Chats, 9:45am, Boardroom

-Mass, 10:30am

-Outreach Christmas Gift Project card distribution

-New Hope Church, 5:00-8:00pm

Tuesday, December 13

-Confirmation Formation, 6:30-7:30pm, Youth Room

-Christmas Choral Concert, 7:00pm, Otterbein Senior Living Center

Wednesday, December 14

-St. Leonard Retirement Center’s Reconciliation Service, 3pm,
St. Leonard Chapel

Sunday, December 18—Fourth Sunday of Advent

-Rohr Chats, 9:45am, Boardroom

-Mass, 10:30am

-Outreach Christmas Gift Project gift return

Wednesday, December 21

-Prayer and Worship Meeting, 7:00-9:00pm, Boardroom

Saturday, December 24—The Nativity of The Lord Christmas Vigil
-Carols, 6:30pm, chapel

-Mass, 7:00pm

Sunday, December 25—The Nativity of The Lord Christmas Day
-NO MASS

Pastoral Care Services, Sacraments and Funerals:
Requests for pastoral care services, Sacraments, or any other
needs should be made to the Community Office. If the office is
closed and you have a pastoral care need, please contact David
Weickert at 937.750.3438.

Scheduling Mass Intentions: Requests for Mass intentions may be
made by contacting the Faith Community Church Office @ 937.435.3626.
Bulletin announcements:

St. Leonard Faith Community Office

937.435.3626 or email: slfc.office@gmail.com

Bulletin information must reach our office no later than

11:00 AM on TUESDAY (articles may be edited for content and
space.)




