
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time--Cycle "A"--2020, St. Leonard, 10:30 & online 
Exodus 22:20-26;  Psalm 18:2-3,3-4,47,51;  1 Thessalonians 1:5-10;  Matthew 22:34-40 

 
I.  Introduction 
    A.  A pastor was speaking to a Sunday school class about the things money can’t buy. “It 

can’t buy laughter and it can’t buy love,” he told them. Driving his point home, he said, 
“What would you do if I offered you $1000 not to love your mother and father?” Stunned 
silence ensued. Finally, a small voice asked, “How much would you give me not to love 
my big sister?” 

 
    B.  All of us who grew up with siblings can resonate with that response! Learning to really 

love one another is often a slow process for children in the same family. 
 
II.  A Culture of Hate 
    A.  Of all the writers I read while preparing this homily, the one that really brought me up short 

was Msgr. Joseph Pellegrino. He writes: “People always say that it is more difficult to be 
a child or teen these days than back when they were young.  People said that way back 
when I was young and drugs started dominating lives.  They said that when birth control 
and abortion led many to think that they now had a green light to unbridled sex.  They 
said that a few years later when VCR’s brought porn into many homes. . . .  
“With all this stated, I want to shock you by telling you that it was easier to be a parent 
five years ago than it is now.  What has changed in the last five years?  Anger and hate 
have become acceptable to some in our society. You see, five years ago parents did not 
have to be that concerned with their children being caught up in anger and in hate.  Five 
years ago, parents did not have to be concerned that their children would be exposed to 
large numbers of influential adults who point at whole groups of people and call them 
criminals and rapists. Five years ago, parents did not have to be concerned that their 
children would be immersed in a society that has posited hatred as a valid reason for 
action. 
“Our children are our treasures.  We need to protect them from the terrors of this fallen 
world.  We need to teach them that as followers of Jesus Christ, they cannot participate 
in the work of the devil, the work of hatred.” (online homily, Oct. 25, 2020) 

 
    B.  Several times I’ve seen the claim that the opposite of love is not hate but indifference. I 

don’t think that’s correct. Indifference is certainly a problem in our world, but hatred is the 
direct opposite of love. And Pellegrino is right—hatred has now become acceptable to 
many in our country and around the world. It has become a political tool for despots to 
get and maintain power. Convincing people that some other group is the source of all 
our problems allows people to scapegoat the “others” and ignore the power grabs and 
corruption of the leaders pushing such lies. 

 
    C.  And hatred is powerful. It taps into deep wells of fear and selfishness in the human heart 

and generates rabid reactions that easily lead to riots and murder—whether on a 
personal or a national scale. Just ask yourself why 17-year-old Kyle Rittenhouse 
travelled from Illinois to Wisconsin with an AR-15 rifle and shot two people dead and 
wounded a third. Seventeen years old—what kind of poison has been fed into his 
psyche to prompt such deadly actions? 

 
III.  The Antidote 
    A.  So what can we do about the proliferation of hate in our society? Well, we might start by 

not supporting people or groups that preach hatred of anybody—hatred of Muslims, 
hatred of immigrants, hatred of blacks, hatred of whites, hatred of Hispanics, hatred of 
gays and lesbians, hatred of socialists, hatred of Pope Francis, etc., etc. And we can 
refuse to vote for those who preach hatred for others, regardless of positions they hold 
that we might like. 

 



    B.  But ultimately, the only real antidote to hate is what Jesus tells us today. “You shall love 
the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is 
the greatest and the first commandment. The second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. The whole law and the prophets depend on these two 
commandments." 

 
    C.  Responding to hatred with hatred does not reduce the level of hatred in the world. Only 

love does that. And, as Jesus taught, our love must extend even to those who hate us. 
 
IV.  Real Love 
    A.  But what does real love look like?  Fr. John Kavanaugh writes, “I think there is no more 

misunderstood word than love. . . . 
“This love isn’t just anything. It involves heart and will, soul and life, mind and strength. It 
requires a covenantal fidelity. It makes demands. Love is not mere ardor; it is arduous. 
“The ordinances from the Book of Exodus are explicit enough on how love is exercised 
in human relations. We shall not wrong a resident alien. (Get that.) We shall not abuse 
widows or orphans. If we do, God’s wrath will be upon us. 
“If we lend money to the poor, we must not treat them as creditors or exact interest from 
them (now it is getting a little uncomfortable). If we take anything as collateral that a 
neighbor needs, we must return it before the sun goes down (so much for sweet 
romanticism). 
“With Jesus, love is even more irksome. Not only does he identify love of neighbor with 
our love of ourselves and of God; he makes it quite clear that love is serving others, 
even laying down our lives for them.” (liturgy.slu.edu, Oct. 25, 2020) 

 
    B.  In our second reading today, St. Paul commends the Thessalonians because they “turned 

to God from idols to serve the living and true God.” What idols do we need to turn away 
from--my country, right or wrong, my political party, white superiority, money and 
possessions, my security, my sports hero or team? Who do I adore and follow and strive 
to imitate? 

 
     C.  Where does God rank in my life? We can answer that question by judging where love 

ranks in my life. God is love, St. John insists. Is that what motivates everything I do? 
Does it guide my choices—how to vote, how to spend my money, how to use my time, 
how to shape my life? 

 
V.  Conclusion 
    A.  Love—real love—must be the purpose of our whole lives. Nothing else leads us to the 

deep joy that comes from living in union with God. 
 
    B.  I spent a long time trying to find a quote from a movie or TV show I saw years ago, but I 

couldn’t find it. Someone was asking a woman why she let hate fill her heart, and she 
replied with something like, “If love can’t find a home there, why shouldn’t hate?” 

 
    C.  That’s the key to overcoming hatred—love must find a home in our hearts and then we 

must share that love as widely as we can, so that love finds a home in the hearts of 
others, too. When hearts are full of love, hate cannot find a home there. 

 
     D.  Lewis L. Austin, in This I Believe, wrote: "Our maker gave us two hands. One to hold onto 

him and one to reach out to his people. If our hands are full of struggling to get 
possessions, we can't hang onto God or to others very well. If, however, we hold onto 
God, who gave us our lives, then his love can flow through us and out to our neighbor." 
Let the people say, “Amen!” 


