
 
Sixth Sunday of Easter--"B" Cycle--2021--St. Leonard 10:30 & online 
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48;  Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4;  I John 4:7-10;  John 15:9-17 

 
I.  INTRODUCTION 

A.  Happy Mother’s Day! I found this interesting item online recently and I thought you’d enjoy it. 
Here are some mothers and things they could have said: 
Mona Lisa's mother: "After all that money your father and I spent on braces, Mona, that's the biggest 
smile you can give us?" 
Humpty Dumpty's mother: "Humpty, if I've told you once, I've told you a hundred times not to sit on that 
wall. But would you listen to me? Noooo!" 
Columbus' mother: "I don't care what you've discovered, Christopher. You still could have written!" 
Michelangelo's mother: "Mike, can't you paint on walls like other children? Do you have any idea how 
hard it is to get that stuff off the ceiling?" 
Napoleon's mother: "All right, Napoleon. If you aren't hiding your report card inside your jacket, then 
take your hand out of there and prove it!" 
Jonah's mother: "That's a nice story, but tell me where you've really been for the last three days." 
The writer goes on to suggest: 
You are mature enough in your faith to realize that God does not have a gender. God is Spirit. God is 
neither male nor female. This is one time when it would be most appropriate to substitute the word 
Mother for God rather than the word Father. In light of this special day, it makes so much sense to read 
our lesson like this: "As my Mother has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you 
keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Mother's commands and remain 
in her love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My 
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you . . ."---Kayala 

 
B.  It’s a nice coincidence that the lectionary brings us today’s readings on Mother’s Day, because all three 

readings really talk about love, which most of us first experienced in the arms of our mothers. We heard 
the word “love” eighteen times in today’s scripture passages. 

 
II.  THE CENTRALITY OF LOVE 

A.  The Word of God is constantly reminding us of the centrality of love in our faith. Fr. John Kavanaugh 
writes: “As for love, the Gospels and Epistles would fragment into a million pieces without it. Our saints 
would be incomprehensible, our heroes nonexistent. And Jesus would not be. “For God so loved the 
world that he sent. . . .” 
The following passage is from the First Letter of John,[ not the Second Vatican Council]:  
Love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. Whoever is without love does 
not know God, for God is love. In this way the love of God was revealed to us: God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might have life through him. 
How could we imagine a Christianity before love became its center? 
The love that this letter describes is not primarily our love of God, but God’s love for us revealed in the 
offering of the Son for the forgiveness of our sins. (liturgy.slu.edu, May 9, 2021) 

 
B.  The challenge is to be clear about what the word “love” really means. Fr. Ron Rolheiser writes: “I would 

like to comment on Jesus’ most important commandment: “Love one another as I have loved you!” 
“We too easily read that simplistically, romantically, and in a one-sided, over-confident manner. But this 
command contains the most important challenge of the whole gospel and, like the deepest part of the 
gospel to which it is linked, the crucifixion, it is very, very difficult to imitate. . . .  
“It's one thing to love someone who adores you, it's quite another to love someone who wants you 
dead! 
But that's the real test. Jesus’ command to love contains a critical subordinate clause, “as I have loved 
you!” What was unique in the way he loved us? 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/4?7


Where Jesus stretches us beyond our natural instincts and beyond all self-delusion is in his command 
to love our enemies, to be warm to those who are cold to us, to be kind to those who are cruel to us, to 
do good to those who hate us, to forgive those who hurt us, to forgive those who won't forgive us, and 
ultimately to love and forgive those who are trying to kill us. 
“That command, love and forgive your enemies, more than any creedal formula or other moral issue, is 
the litmus-test for Christian discipleship. We can ardently believe in and defend every item in the creed 
and fight passionately for justice in all its dimensions, but the real test of whether or not we are 
followers of Jesus is the capacity or non-capacity to forgive an enemy, to remain warm and loving 
towards someone who is not warm and loving to us.” (Ibid.) 

 
III.  EVER-WIDENING LOVE 

A.  I mentioned that the readings contain the word “love” eighteen times today. Our first reading does not 
use the word at all, but it still speaks of love. Peter comes to a crucial realization: “In truth, I see that 
God shows no partiality.” And since Jesus challenges us to love one another as he loves us, that 
impartial loving is the goal for each of us. 

 
B.  St. Thomas More, martyred in the sixteenth century, wrote: “Let us deeply consider the love of our 

Savior Christ who so loved his own unto the end that for their sakes he willingly suffered that painful 
end, and therein declared the highest degree of love that can be. 
For, as he himself says: ‘A greater love no one has than to give his life for his friends.’ This is indeed 
the greatest love that ever anyone had. But yet had our Savior a greater, for he gave his for both friend 
and foe.—St. Thomas More, A Treatise upon the Passion, Christ’s Love Unto the End, Homily 1, 
partially modernized (Ibid.) 

 
C.  The Second Vatican Council reflected that challenge in its Declaration on Non-Christian Religions in 

1965: “We cannot in truthfulness call upon that God who is the Father of all if we refuse to act in a 
brotherly way toward certain men, created though they be to God’s image. 
A man’s relationship with God the Father and his relationship with his brother men are so linked 
together that Scripture says: ‘He who does not love does not know God’ (1 Jn 4:8). 
The ground is therefore removed from every theory or practice which leads to a distinction between 
men or peoples in the matter of human dignity and the rights which flow from it. 
As a consequence, the Church rejects, as foreign to the mind of Christ, any discrimination against men 
or harassment of them because of their race, color, condition of life, or religion.--Vatican II, Declaration 
on the Relationship of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, #5. That was 56 years ago, so we have to 
excuse the non-inclusive language. 

 
IV.  CONCLUSION 

A.  The council fathers spoke 56 years ago; Jesus and Peter and John spoke two millennia ago, and we still 
haven’t fully embraced the challenge they set before us. That should neither surprise nor discourage 
us. We will probably never fully measure up in our lifetimes, yet the challenge remains to continually 
call us deeper into God’s love. Step by step, day by day, we are called to stretch our hearts to include 
more and more of the people and things that God created and God loves. Step by step we move ever 
closer to God in the process, which is what spiritual growth is all about and why religion exists—to 
challenge us and guide us on that journey into the heart of God. 

 
B.  I’m reminded of an older couple who were sitting by the fireside. He looked over at her, had a romantic 

thought, and said, “After fifty years, I’ve found you tried and true.” 
The wife’s hearing wasn’t very good, so she said, “What?” 
He repeated, “After fifty years, I’ve found you tried and true.” 
She replied, “After fifty years, I’m tired of you, too”.—(Kayala blog) 

 
C.  Let’s not let our love grow tired. God never tires of loving us. Let’s all strive to continually increase our 

love, so we become ever more like the God who made us for love. 
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