
 
 

Second Sunday of Advent--"C" Cycle--2021—St. Leonard, 10:30 & online 
Baruch 5:1-9;  Psalm 126:1-2,2-3,4-5,6;  Philippians 1:4-6,8-11;  Luke 3:1-6 

 
 
I.  Introduction 
     A.  Once upon a time there was a king, who ruled a prosperous country. One day he went for 

a trip to some distant areas of his country. When he came back to his palace, he 
complained that his feet were very sore because it was the first time that he had gone for 
such a long trip, and the road he had used was very rough and stony. He then ordered 
his people to cover every road of the country with leather. Definitely this would need 
skins of thousands of animals, and would cost a huge amount of money. Then one of his 
wise advisors dared to question the king, “Why do you have to spend that unnecessary 
amount of money? Why don’t you just cut a little piece of leather to cover your feet?” The 
king was surprised, but later agreed to his suggestion to make a ‘shoe’ for himself. – We 
often say, “I wish things would change or people would change.” Instead wise people 
say: “Change your thinking and change your world.” (John Pichappilly in The Table of 
the Word; quoted by Fr. Botelho on Kayala blog). 

 
     B.  That fable points us to a central message of today’s readings. Advent is a time to beg 

God to set our world right. And there are multiple, complicated problems facing us these 
days. But the first step in dealing with any of them is to focus on what needs to change 
in our own hearts and minds. 

 
II.  The Message of the Baptist 
     A.  So the Baptist appears right at what we might call the second beginning of Luke’s gospel 

(the first two chapters contain his infancy narrative, but now he turns to the start of 
Jesus’ ministry). As chapter three begins, Luke says, “John went throughout the whole 
region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 

 
     B.  The first note in the story Luke tells is a call to repentance. He goes on to quote Isaiah: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

 
     C.  Now listen to the way one author translates that for today: What a message for us at 

Advent! "Let every heart/Prepare him room" we sing. Perhaps we would do well to say 
let every heart get out the bulldozers and backhoes, the rock crushers and road graders: 
There are mountains that need to come down - mountains of racism, sexism, ageism, 
and any other "-ism" that blocks our way to healthy relationships with one another and 
with our Lord.  
There are valleys to be filled--valleys of depression, despair, loneliness, grief, pain, any 
of which can keep us from the rich relationship the Savior offers and that keep us from 
enjoying the fellowship of the faith. 
There are crooked places to be made straight--yes, there is perversity, even among 
those we might never imagine; fine exteriors mask rotten interiors of abuse, neglect, 
immorality, even violence. 
There are rough places to be made smooth--rough places that have come because of 
oppression and injustice. 
There is work to do! Bring on the heavy equipment!--David E. Leininger, One Shock after 
Another, Kayala 

 
 
III.  The Terrain of Our Hearts 



     A.  And all that heavy equipment is not aimed at our roads and bridges—the new 
infrastructure bill has that task—but rather at our minds and hearts. 

 
    B.  Each of us needs to examine our interior paths and valleys to see what leveling and filling 

is necessary to provide a smooth and straight road for God to come marching 
triumphantly into our hearts. Let’s not kid ourselves—we all have obstacles that need to 
be removed, and Advent is a time for major construction projects within us. 

 
    C.  St. Paul shows us where to focus our efforts: “And this is my prayer: that your love may 

increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern 
what is of value, so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of 
God.” 

 
IV.  Discern and Act 
    A.  “To discern what is of value,” Paul says. Eleonore Stump offers this bracing reminder: 

“When all is said and done, none of us is getting out of this world alive. And when we 
face that fact, what difference does anything make? Each chapter of a person’s life leads 
inexorably to the next, until it leads to death. As we face death, will we care at all 
anymore about all those things that we struggled to have and to be during any of the 
earlier chapters of our lives? 
“It can be that we will,” she says. “A person can write the story of his life in such a way 
that the main theme is the Lord and the things of the Lord. Those things last through 
death, into the world that is the ever-lasting last chapter for the lives of the Lord’s 
people.” (liturgy.slu.edu, December 5, 2021) 

 
    B.  Advent began with talk about the end of the world. If we don’t start taking the climate crisis 

more seriously, we may be facing the end of the world soon, at least the end of the world 
as we have known it. And each of us will one day face the end of our time in this world. 
What will matter then? Paul prays that our “love may increase ever more and more in 
knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value, so that [we] may be 
pure and blameless for the day of Christ.” 

 
    C.  As always, it comes down to love. The Father gave his only son. That’s love. Christ gave 

his whole life for us. That’s love. How much are we willing to give of ourselves to love as 
God loves? 

 
    D.  The call of the Baptist keeps echoing through the ages: “Change your minds, change your 

hearts, change your lives!” 
 
V.  Conclusion 
    A.  Fr. Tommy Lane, in a recent homily, quotes the late Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of 

Westminster: “When adults play hide and seek with young children, the children can 
never lose. It would be a bad game if adults hid in some place where they could not be 
found . . . . If by chance the child still fails then we go in search. Is there not something 
similar in God? He gives us any number of opportunities to find him. And even if we 
become distracted and stop looking, he will take an initiative – a happy experience 
possibly, or one involving tragedy or sadness – and come looking for us. He wants us. 
Never doubt that. It is foolish to hide from Him.” [To be a Pilgrim: a Spiritual Notebook 
50-51] (Fr. Tommy Lane, 2018 homily) 

 
    B.  At Christmas, we celebrate the love of God who came to look for us. Even if we are not 

looking intently for God, God is always looking for us. Advent is a good time to stop 
hiding from our loving God. 


