
 
 

Ascension of the Lord--Year C--2022—St. Leonard, 10:30 & online 
Acts 1:1-11;  Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9;  Hebrews 9:24-28, 10:19-23;  Luke 24:46-53 

 
 
I.  Introduction 
    A.  Today is called the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord. But just what is the Ascension? I 

think a lot of people are confused about what this feast really celebrates. 
 
    B.  I know when I was growing up, I thought it was celebrating an event that happened exactly 40 

days after Easter, when Jesus left earth and went back to heaven. 
 
    C.  I recall one time talking to my father, who insisted that Jesus is not here now because he left at 

the Ascension. Of course, I noted Jesus’ promise at the end of Matthew’s gospel that he would 
be with us always, until the end of time.  

 
    D.  So which is correct? Is he here or is he gone? 
 
II.  Part of Easter 
    A.   Perhaps we should note, first of all, that this feast is not really celebrating a distinct historical 

event. The Scripture scholar Reginald Fuller writes: “The New Testament treats the ascension 
as an integral part of the Easter event. 
“In fact, the earlier Easter narratives depict the appearances as manifestations of the already 
risen and ascended One.  
“The later appearance narratives (Luke and John) show a tendency to separate the 
resurrection and the ascension, but still they are not regarded as two successive events. They 
are separated in order to contemplate the meaning of two aspects of a single, indivisible event.” 
(liturgy.slu.edu, May 29, 2022) 

 
    B.  So, the Ascension is really part of the Easter event. The Bible and the liturgy place it on two 

different days to highlight different aspects of the Resurrection. Christ is risen and glorified, so 
he is not here the way he was before the Crucifixion. Yet he continues to be with us in other 
ways. 

 
III.  Gone But Here 
    A.  Perhaps we can get some insight into this conundrum by considering the experiences of many 

people after a loved one has died. Maybe you’ve had such experiences yourself, when you’ve 
become aware of the presence of the deceased person with you somehow. Perhaps it’s in a 
dream or you become aware of a presence with you. Perhaps you get a whiff of their perfume 
or cologne. Or maybe you hear a voice that sounds just like the one you love. Some people 
report seeing an image of the person. 

 
    B.  These may not be quite as clear as what the disciples experienced after the Resurrection, but 

maybe they give us a hint of what it was like for them. The boundary between this world and 
the next seems somewhat porous. 

 
    C.  The Ascension, then, might be understood as another step in the disciples’ growing awareness 

of Christ’s continuing presence. If they were no longer going to have these vivid appearances, 
they needed to learn to recognize his presence in other ways, in the people and things and 
events of their daily lives. They needed to learn where to look for him, where to find him every 
day. 

 
 



    D.  Even more, they needed to understand that they were to be the place where Christ would be 
found. Patrick Marrin, in his “Pencil Preaching” for May 17, offers some insights: “For the 
disciples, the trauma of Jesus' death on the cross, then his astonishing reappearance in the 
resurrection, is now leading to the most critical transition in the life of the church. The power of 
the presence of God in Jesus will be transferred into them; they will become the body of Christ 
in the world. 
The beautiful Last Supper discourses in John's Gospel are about this transition. Jesus tells his 
disciples not to be afraid when he is gone. He must ‘return to the Father’ so that the Holy Spirit 
can come. If he remains, they will be focused and dependent on him and never go through the 
birthing experience that makes them his presence in the world. No institution has survived and 
grown without this transfer of the charism of the founder into the next generation of leaders. 
The disciples of Jesus seem totally unprepared for this transfer of responsibility. We can take 
some comfort in their sense of inadequacy, for isn't this our own anxiety? How can we, weak 
human beings, ever be the presence of Jesus to one another and to the world? Yet this is 
exactly what Jesus promises us as we approach Pentecost. ‘Stay in the city. Gather together in 
prayer. Open your minds and hearts to the Holy Spirit. Let the terrible emptiness you feel be 
the space into which the Spirit will come. Be pregnant with God; give birth to God through your 
lives and your service to others. Let the miracle of grace happen. Rejoice to be part of the 
redemptive transformation of history, for this is the glory you were destined to help carry out.’ ” 

 
IV.  The Great Commission 
    A.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the disciples are now to make Christ’s presence real and 

visible and effective in the world. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 

 
    B.  This is a critical step in the history of Christianity. One commentator writes: “When a strong cultic 

leader is present, a cult thrives and grows. In the absence of such a leader, a cult most often 
diminishes. This is not so with Christianity. The ascension of Jesus prepares the way for the 
powerful and enduring presence of the Holy Spirit in the disciples who continue his ministry and 
witness to his risen presence.” (liturgy.slu.edu, May 29, 2022) 

 
V.  Conclusion 
    A.  And the mission that was handed on to those first disciples is also handed on to us. The 

redemption of the world is not complete. It is up to us to carry it forward. 
 
    B.  The Italian composer Giacomo Puccini wrote La Boheme, Madama Butterfly and Tosca. It was 

during his battle with terminal cancer in 1922 that he began to write Turandot, which many now 
consider his best work. He worked on the score day and night, despite his friends’ advice to 
rest, and to save his energy. When his sickness worsened, Puccini said to his disciples, “If I 
don’t finish Turandot, I want you to finish it.” He died in 1924, leaving the work unfinished. His 
disciples gathered all that was written of Turandot, studied it in great detail, and then 
proceeded to write the remainder of the opera. The world premiere was performed in La Scala 
Opera House in Milan in 1926, and Toscanini, Puccini’s favorite student, conducted it. The 
opera went beautifully. When Toscanini came to the end of the part written by Puccini, he 
stopped the music, put down the baton, turned to the audience, and announced, “Thus far the 
master wrote, but he died.” There was a long pause; no one moved. Then Toscanini picked up 
the baton, turned to the audience and, with tears in his eyes, announced, “But his disciples 
finished his work.” The opera closed to thunderous applause, and to a permanent place in the 
annals of great works. (Kayala blog) 

 
   C.  The Lord has risen and ascended to the right hand of the Father. His disciples need to finish his 

work. Let us pray this week for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on us that we may have the 
courage and wisdom to do our part well. 


